The icon in the church in Kwiatoń
[bookmark: _GoBack]The icon was part of the temple’s original iconostasis. It was made by an unknown author in the 2nd quarter of the 17th century. It is a horizontally arranged rectangle 90 centimeters high and 244 centimeters long. The icon is now displayed on the front side of the modern altar table. It is standing in the nave, in front of the iconostasis. The icon is dominated by yellow, green, red, and white. Over the centuries, the colors have faded slightly. The characters are depicted according to the old tradition of making icons. The faces and robes were painted in a very simplified way, without chiaroscuro, using clear, dark outlines. The icon depicts eight people and two Archangels. Each head is surrounded by a nimbus made of a shiny silver-plated plaque. The composition consists of two parts. They are separated by a vertical red strip. On the left side, we have a group of five Apostles and to the right, there is a group gathered around Christ sitting on the throne.
The icon was part of the so-called Deesis row of the iconostasis. The name comes from Greek and means ‘intercession’, ‘intercessory prayer’. In the right part of the composition, we can see Christ. He is sitting on the throne. He has the Theotokos on his right and Saint John the Baptist on his left. Next to the Savior’s head, we can see two winged Archangels – Michael and Gabriel. To the left of the group, there is a row of five Apostles. Their silhouettes and the figure of Jesus are almost as tall as the whole icon. Mary, Saint John the Baptist, and the Archangels are much smaller. The top strip of the background is yellow. It is decorated with red floral ornaments. It also holds Cyrillic inscriptions with the names of the characters. The lower part of the background is green, decorated with dark green leaves.
[bookmark: __DdeLink__1712_1077982849]Christ is sitting straight on an ornamented throne. His brown hair is sticking to his head and falling on his shoulders. It is tacked behind his large ears clearly protruding from his head. His large dark eyes are set close together. His ruddy face is covered by a brown beard. Christ is raising his right hand in a gesture of blessing. In the left hand, he is holding an open book of the Gospel. His majestic silhouette is covered in a bright cloak with a brown tunic decorated with a yellow floral pattern underneath. We can see his bare feet sticking out from behind its lower edge. They are stepping on a red footstool. The Archangels are hovering symmetrically next to the Savior’s head. Over his right shoulder, we have Michael with red wings and, above the left one, Gabriel with yellow wings. Both of them are dressed in white and red robes. They are holding round white medallions with letters – Jesus Christ’s initials.
To the left of the throne, there is the Theotokos in a red cloak and a white robe. To the right of the throne – John the Baptist in a red robe.
All of the five Apostles are depicted in a standing position. Their heads are surrounded by silver halos. Saint Peter is standing first to the left of the vertical strip. In his left hand, he is holding a large key. He has gray hair and a beard. His dark eyes are turned towards Jesus. He is in motion, dressed in a white robe and yellow cloak. Next on the left is Saint Matthew the Evangelist. He is also a gray-haired old man with a long beard. He is holding a closed book. He is dressed in a red robe. Then we have Saint Luke the Evangelist. He is a dark-haired bearded man with a book. He is wearing a yellow robe and a bright cloak. Next we have gray-haired Simon walking in a red robe. In his left hand, he is holding a white scroll, i.e. a book in the form of a rolled-up scroll. His head is turned to the left, towards another Apostle – Saint Bartholomew. He is the only one with smooth youthful cheeks without facial hair. He is wearing a red robe and a yellow cloak. He is clutching a scroll in his right hand.
